Teaching Statement 

( 2007, Agnes Azzolino

Teaching people mathematics is my vocation. Both mathematics and my students are important to me.  I work hard at teaching and expect my students to work hard at learning. 

It is a student(s responsibility to learn the material.  It is a professor(s responsibility to make the learning process as productive as possible.  The pace of a course is determined by the math department's course outline, but, it is the professor(s responsibility to make adjustments to maximize student performance.   Students might need to spend extra time on the material.  Professors might need to review material from an earlier course, re‑teach the topic at hand, include additional review material, or simplify a topic presented in the text.  The process should be pleasant, fun, even though it is always serious work.  Even drill and practice many be pleasant and challenging ‑ see (Oscar Had A Heap of Apples!(  at www.mathnstuff.com/papers/condots/oscar1.htm.

Mathematics may be communicated in many ways ‑ with the spoken or written word, with the spoken or written symbol, with a picture, or a graph, or with a model.  I attempt to use as many of these modes as possible in the foreshadowing of a lesson, the body of a lesson, or in review of material.  

I consider speaking and writing about mathematics, mental computation, pencil and paper computation, and calculator computation to be important items.  I discuss and demonstrate each and encourage each student to become proficient with each.

Students in my classes, talk after each problem and often work together.  One student called the class she took with me "the most user friendly, interactive math class" she ever had.

Web Reference Material 

    Supplemental math material as well as required graded assignments may be found on the web. These are the links used most often for my classes.
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 Prof's schedule w/ office hours and links to classes, 
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  Lessons Page (material sorted by topic),  
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  Dictionary (arithmetic, algebra, and some precalc words and definitions),  
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  Algebra Notes. 

Course Organization
Each class has a home page and GRADED ASSIGNMENTS are linked through the home page.  Students are expected to print the assignment from the web site, answer and hand in work and then revise the work until it is correct.

QUIZZES are announced and given a first time in class.  If a perfect paper is not achieved the first time, the quiz may be retaken (one try per quiz per week) until a perfect paper is achieved. 

TESTS are given in class on a one-time-only basis.   They are like job interviews made months in advance. I expect students to treat them as such.  I don't permit makeup tests except in extreme cases.  

A "PROJECT" -- a short written & oral presentation ( is required. The format may be seen on this algebra page, www.mathnstuff.com/math/algebra/qb/algproj.htm.

In addition to graded assignments, quizzes & tests, a 2-hour cumulative FINAL EXAM is required. 

In addition to attending class, competing assignments, seeking my help during an office hour, studying for tests and exams, and working with other students in class, a student may contribute to the flow of the course.  A student might ask me to slow down, to restate what I've just said, to write it in symbols, to write it in words, to explain it in a different way.  A student or class might ask me to move the date of a test or find a different way to test them on a specific topic.

Reflection, Debriefing, & Self‑Evaluation
Even if evaluation is only made mentally while a professor walks from class to office, it should be made.  Reflecting (  on what worked well, what did not, what needs to be addressed again, who performed well, who performed poorly -- improves instruction.  This routine self‑evaluation helps ensure that the learning process remains as productive as possible.

